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The Olympic Committee of Slovenia, together with the Ministry of Education, Science and 
Sport, the Slovenian Sports Journalists Association and national sport and educational 
organisations, is leading programme for promoting sporting behaviour. Through the program, we 
promote values and fair play, we nominate best fair play performance and point out inappropriate 
behaviours and actions, violence and irregularities in sport.  
 
The Ambassador of Sport, Tolerance and Fair Play, Mr. Miroslav Cerar, and his deputies Ms. 
Petra Majdic and Dr. Stanislav Pinter play an important role in the program. They participate at 
events and workshops, they are role-models for fair play and they promote sports values and 
sporting behaviour through a direct approach to different target groups as well as for a wider 
audience through media. 
 
The most important parts / aspects of the programme are: 
 

- Promotion of sports and fair play values for children and youth,  
- Activities for promotion of sports and fair play values in media,  
- Educational and promotional activities for young and elite athletes, 
- Educational and promotional activities for coaches and representatives of sports and 

educational organisations,  
- Nominations for best fair play examples, 
- Awards for fair play performance,  
- Participation of the ambassadors and deputies at sports and other public events in 

Slovenia, 
- Cooperation with EFPM and CIFP.  

 
The general objectives of the campaign follow the NOC Slovenia Long-term Strategic plan and 
Slovenian National Sport Programme “To build a better Slovenia through Sport”, with the aim of 
instilling sports values and fair play into the “behaviour” of athletes and all those participating in 
sport as well as those who support or follow sport.  
 
In the National Report for the EFPM we would like to emphasise some most important events 
and activities.  
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SLOVENIAN TENNIS ASSOCIATION PRESENTS FAIR PLAY AWARD  
Ljubljana, 27 November 2018 
 

 
 
The Slovenian Tennis Associationpresentedits 2018 Fair Play Award, which was 
giventotennisplayer ALJAŽ KIRBIŠ.    
He receivedthe Fair Play Award from Miroslav Cerar, theSlovenian Ambassador for Sport, 
Tolerance and Fair Play. 
 
FAIR PLAY AWARD FOR 2019, 30. November 2018 
 

 
 
Aleš Žontar, born 1982, fromPrežganjenear Ljubljana, is a professional soldier, level-surface 
and mountainrunner and memberofthe Nanos Podnanos Sports Club. His 
peersconsiderhimoneofthekindest, selfless and supportive runners. This isespecially apparent at 
themany track and competitiveevents. Aleš isoneofthebestSlovenianrunners. He is a 
memberoftheSlovenian Mountain Marathon Team, also holdingthe national championship title in 
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thediscipline. He isequallysuccessful in trail and roadmarathons, havingwonthe 42-kilometer 
Istrian Marathon thrice and becomingitsambassador. 
In 2018, he receivedspecialrecognitionfromtheSlovenian Mountain Running 
Associationforhissportsmanship. Žontarcame in third at thequalifyingracefortheSlovenian 
National Mountain Running Team and was presentedwiththe national runningjersey. However, 
sincetwoofhiscompetitors– whom he deemedbetterathletes and whohadbetterpriorresults– 
strayedfromthepoorlymarkedpath and crossedthe finish line after him, he 
informedtheleadershipofthemountainrunningassociationofthesefacts, 
statingthatthetworunnersdeservetomakethe national teammorethan he. His opinion was (partially) 
noted, but Žontar was likewisegiven a spot on theteam.  
Recently, he had also organized and successfullycarried out a fundraisingevent. 
Whenoneofhisrunningfriendsfoundhimself in difficultcircumstances, Žontardecidedtohelp. He 
setup a social network fundraisingcampaign, which he also successfullymanaged. 
 
EUROPA CUP IN FIGHTING – OPENING CEREMONY – 15TH MARIBOR OPEN, 
Maribor, 2 March 2019 
 

 
Miroslav Cerar at thegrandopeningofthe EUROPA CUP FIGHTING – 15TH MARIBOR OPEN 
– venue also has EFPM billboard 
 
From 2 to 3 March 2019, Maribor hostedthe European championship in Ju-Jitsu, 
whichbroughttogether 16 countries and 520 competitors. It was organizedbythe ADK Maribor 
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Ju-Jitsu Club and the Ju-Jitsu Federationof Slovenia undertheleadershipof Robert Perc and 
thePresidentofthe European Ju-Jitsu Federation. 
As guestofhonor at theopeningceremony, Miroslav Cerargreetedcompetitors, wishingthem a 
successfulcompetition and stressingtheimportanceoffairplay. 
Forthedurationofthecompetition, thevenue, Tabor Sports Hall, displayed an EFPM billboard, 
sincethe European Ju-Jitsu Federationbecame an EFPM member. 
 
 
 
NEW BOOK: SLOVENIANS IN CROATIAN SPORT, Zagreb, 23 May 2019 
 

 
Photographed (fromlefttoright): Rudi Merljak, State Secretaryfromthe Office ofthe Government 
oftheRepublicof Slovenia forSloveniansAbroad, Dr. SmiljenaKnez, Slovenian Ambassador in 
Zagreb, Miroslav Cerar and Sonja Poljšak, PresidentoftheCommissionfor National Minorities 
Sport at the OCS-ASF. 
 
A new bilingual book, writtenby Eduard Hemar, Slovenci u hrvatskomsportu– Slovenians in 
Croatian Sport – New Biographies was presented at Prešeren Hall, partofthe Zagreb Slovenian 
Community Hall. Itisthefourthbookexamining notable 
SloveniansorpersonswithSlovenianheritage in Croatia, 
whohavecontributedtothedevelopmentofvarioussegmentsofsociety.   
This isthesecond sports-themedbookbythe same author; thefirst, Slovenians in Croatian Sport, 
was published in 2014.  
The prefacetothebook was writtenby Miroslav Cerar, themostsuccessfulSlovenianathleteof 
all time; he especiallystressedtheimportanceofsportsmanship and fairplay.   
In additiontoHemar, whoauthoredthebook, and theeditor, Smiljana JelčićIvanošić, Darko Šonc, 
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PresidentoftheSlovenian Community Hall and Slovenian National Minority Council ofthe City of 
Zagreb, also gave a speech, thanking and congratulatingtheauthor, theeditor, Smiljana 
JelčićIvanošić, and theSloveniantranslator, Ilinka Todorovskifortheirextraordinary and 
valuablecontributions. Slovenci u hrvatskomsportu– noviživotopisi / Slovenci v 
hrvaškemšportu– noviživljenjepisi (Slovenians in Croatian Sport – New Biographies) presents 90 
athletes. Althoughthenumberofentriesissmallercomparedtothefirstbook, whichincludes 140 
athletes, thenumberofpagesremainsthe same, sincethenewbiographiesaregenerallymore 
exhaustive and containmorephotographs. The ideaforthebook was givenbytheSlovenian 
Community Hall and theSlovenian National Minority Council ofthe City of Zagreb 
withtheaimofpresenting notable individuals, whothroughouthistorybridgedthe divide 
betweentheCroatian and Sloveniannation, totheCroatian and Slovenianpublic– 
includingthosewhocontinuethisimportantrolenowthatboth countries are EU memberstates. 
 
The presentation was attendedbymanyformerathletes, whose in-
depthbiographiesgracethepagesofthebook, includinglegendarySloveniangymnast, Olympic 
medalist and Ambassador of Sport oftheRepublicof Slovenia, Miroslav Cerar, 
whowrotetheprefacetothebook. In hisspeech, he expressedhisappreciation and 
offeredhiscongratulations, stressingthesignificanceof such a work: "Itscontentsare a wonderful 
and tellingaccountofthegenerationsofSloveniansliving in Croatia." Also presentwere Slavko 
Podgorelec, co-founder and firstSecretary-General oftheCroatian Olympic Committee, 
whoofferedhiscongratulations and thankedeveryone on behalf oftheathletesmentioned in 
thebook; Dr. Smiljana Knez, theSlovenian Ambassador in Croatia; Sonja Poljšak, 
PresidentoftheCommissionfor National Minorities Sport at the OCS-ASF, and Rudi 
Merljakfromthe Office ofthe Government oftheRepublicof Slovenia forSloveniansAbroad. 
 
 
PROMOTING THE 2020 OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES IN TOKYO IN 
COOPERATION WITH THE JAPANESE EMBASSY IN SLOVENIA  
Ljubljana, 26 March 2019 
 
The JapaneseEmbassy in Ljubljana, togetherwiththe Olympic Committee of Slovenia, the 
Slovenia-Japan Business Council, and the Sports Federationforthe Disabled of Slovenia, 
organized a promotionalcampaignforthe 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo. This occasion was 
markedwiththepublicationof a book on Sloveniansport, Slovenian Olympic champions and 
Slovenian-Japanesecooperation in thefieldofsport. The work also presents Miroslav 
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Cerarwhoiscurrentlythe Ambassador of Sport, Tolerance and Fair Play and also won a goldmedal 
at the 1964 Tokyo Olympics. 
 

 
Photographed (fromlefttoright): Miroslav Cerar; His Excellency, Masaharu Yoshida, the 
Ambassador of Japan; Tine Šrot and Janez Brodnik– both Olympic athletesfromthe 1964 Games 
in Tokyo. 
 
 
OLYMPIC COMMITTEE OF SLOVENIA PRESENTS THE FAIR PLAY AWARD, 
Ljubljana, 11 April 2019 

 
Alex Cisar, biathlete, and Miroslav Cerar 
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The juniorworldbiathlonchampion, Alex Cisar, was awardedthe Fair Play Award bythe Olympic 
Committee of Slovenia. The award was presentedby Miroslav Cerarwhoboasts 30 
medalsfrommajorsportingcompetitions, currentlymakinghimthegreatestSlovenianathleteof all 
time.    
Alex Cisarwontwogoldmedals in sprint and pursuit at thisyear's Biathlon Junior World 
Championships in Osrblie, Slovakia. 
A littlelater, at theSlovenian Biathlon Cup in Pokljuka, he accidentallystepped on 
oneofTilenGregorka'spoles, whothen lost it. Cisarprocededtogivehimhis own, going back 
forGregorka's and continuingtherace, which he consequentlydid not win. 
 
"It was a spur ofthemomentthing, instinctual. I thoughtnothingofit, even after crossingthe finish 
line. I was surprised at theoverwhelmingresponsethis simple gesturehadamongthepublic, 
especiallysinceitshouldbepart and parcelofsport and life in general", 
saidCisarwhocurrentlyattendsthe France PrešerenSecondary School in Kranj.   
A proposalforthe Fair Play Award for 2019 was also senttothe EFPM. 
 
 
 
WORLD OLYMPIANS FORUM, Lausanne, Switzerlandfrom 15 to 17 April 2019 

 
The Forum was also attendedby Miroslav Cerar 
 
The three-day International Olympic Committee (IOC) sports Forum in Lausanne was 
attendedbymorethan 350 athletesrepresenting 185 countries – thelargesteventofitskindto date. 
The Forum was likewiseattendedbyrepresentativesofthelargestsportsorganizations.  
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Accordingtothe IOC, theparticipantsincludedaround 50 international sportsfederations, 
representativesof all fivecontinental and other national representativesofplayers’ associations, 
theorganizersofthenext Olympic Games, aswellasrepresentativesoftheParalympic Committee and 
the World Anti-Doping Agency.  
 
The athletesadvocatedforincreasedparticipation in decision-making and activities. Even though 
such wide-ranging participationsomewhatstifledconcretediscussion, theeventneverthelessresulted 
in a fewdecisionswhich will influencethefuturedevelopmentofsport and theroleathletesplay in it. 
Goingforward, athletes will havemoresay in bodiesdeciding on varioussportsmatters; 
theIOC'ssolidarityfinancialmodel will also bestrengthened. The latterpointincludesthedecisionto 
switch the IOC solidarityfund support from national Olympic committeesdirectlytothe Olympic 
teams.  
 
A proposal was submittedtotheIOC's Executive Committee, askingthattheathleticcommissionsof 
national Olympic committeesreceivedirectfinancial support ofupto USD 10,000 (EUR 8,800) per 
annum, whichwouldenablefinanciallyweakerorganizationstofunctionwithoutinterruptions.   
They also putforward a proposaltoimprovethe support modelsforathletes' secondcareers: 
theproposedmodelinvolvessystematicpreparationfor a career in otherfields after theircareer in 
sporthasended. Theyhaveadditionallyproposedfurthermeasurestocombatdoping and promote 
clean sport, whichwould also improvethehealthofathletes. 
 
The IOC Sports Commission will thereforeimproveitscollaborationwiththescientific and 
healthcommunitywiththeaimofavoidinginjuries and otherproblemsassociatedwith professional 
sport. However, thediscussiondid not onlyconcernthe professional athletes' physical, but also 
mental healthissues, whichmayariseas a resultof stress and exertion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MORE THAN 21 YEARS OF AMBASSADORSHIPS FOR FAIR PLAY AND 
TOLERANCE IN SPORT, Ljubljana, 11 April 2019 
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Photographed (fromlefttoright): Blaž Perko, Secretary-General ofthe OCS-ASF, Miroslav Cerar, 
and Dr. Stanko Pintar, Deputy Ambassador oftheRepublicof Slovenia for Sport, Tolerance and 
Fair Play  
 
Ethical excellence in sport, representedbythe Fair Play Movement, hasbeenpresent in Slovenia in 
an organizedwayforalmost a quarterof a century. Olympic goldmedalist Miroslav 
Cerarhasbeenthe Ambassador for Sport, Tolerance and Fair Play sincetheverybeginning. 
Amonghismanyachievements, he wonthepommelhorseevent and received a goldmedal at the 
1964 Tokyo Olympics and onceagain in Ciudad de Mexico, foryearslater.  
"I competed at a time whensport was an amateuractivity; theclubs and 
associationstaughtustobewellroundedpeople; theydemandedgood grades in school, 
thatyouwereacceptedtouniversityorheld down a job. At the same time, wecompeted and 
trainedasmuchas professional athletes do today, becauseitmeantsomethingtous. 
Whilewedidn'tknowwhatfairplay was back then, weknewabouthonesty, responsibility and self-
criticism. Wewereraised in thiskindofspirit and welivedit," saidMiroslav Cerar in hisspeech.  
The International Fair Play Committee, which also 
countstheSloveniangoldmedalistasoneofitsmembers, was establishedby UNESCO 
membersfivedecadesago. Twenty-fiveyearsago, Cerar was also oneofthe 14 
foundingmembersofthe European movement, whichnowincludes 41 countries. "Back then, an 
importantpartofouractivitiesinvolvedfightingany and all formsofdiscrimination and violence. The 
fightagainstdoping was becomingincreasingly prominent and this was 
followedbywindersocietalissues, such asthespectator-athleterelationship and 
relationshipswithparents; nowadays, it also includes illegal betting and corruption in general. The 
listisbecomingalmostendless," addedCerar. 
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Whilethe Deputy Ambassador, Dr. Stanislav Pinter, offered an in-depthlook at 
theroleoftheambassadorship in Slovenia, theSecretary-General oftheSlovenian Olympic 
Committee, Blaž Perko, pointed out thatsince 2016, theorganizationhas an 
anonymoustiplinecalledŽvižgavka (Whistler), whichcanbeusedto report anyirregularities in sport. 
The SOC reportsthecasestothe proper authorities, thepolice, theAthleteOmbudsman, ortoitsethics 
and disciplinecommittee. Perko pointed out thatfairplayismostsystematicallydeveloped in 
football– fromthe World Cup down tothe national level. 
 
Cerarstressedthatproblems also exist at therecreationallevel and pointed out thatparents also play 
a role: "It'sunbelievable, thetypesofunsuitablebehavioryouseeamongamateurathletes, stimulants 
and the like, eventhoughtheemphasisshould not be on competition, but rather on health and 
spending quality time withothers."  
He singled out thefatherof a twelve-year-oldboy, shouting at hischildduring a competitionabroad. 
"He was shouting all sortsofobscenities in Slovene, whichnooneunderstood. But 
everyonegotthegistofit and werehorrifiedwhen he hithim at the end. A trueembarrassment, 
especiallyforourcountry. And weseethis not onlyamongoverambitiousparents, but also trainers." 
 
ANTI-DOPING IN SPORTS CONFERENCE, 4–5 June 2019 – OSLO  
 
The conference was also attendedby Miroslav Cerarwhopresented EFPM 
activitiesduringtalkswiththeparticipants. 
 

 

The 2nd edition of the Anti-Doping in Sports Conference on 4 June 2019 in Oslo challenged 
athletes, sports federations, sponsors and broadcasters alike to stand in for a clean and ethical 
sports by not shying away from the truth and asking uncomfortable, challenging questions. 
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Transparency, Trust and Accountability – these were the keywords that over-echoed the 
proceedings of the 2nd Anti-Doping in Sports Conference held on 4 June 2019 in Oslo. 
Organized by the World Forum for Ethics in Business (WFEB) in partnership with Anti- 

 

Doping Norway and FairSportforthesecond year in a row, the conference focused on the 
importance of placing athletes more at the center of the development of anti-doping work. In 
addition, speakers pointed out why the media are important contributors to the fight against 
doping and how sponsors can and should impose sport on anti-doping. 

‘Sports unite people across the continents and it is important to keep it clean, said WFEB 
founder Sri Sri Ravi Shankar in his keynote address. ‘On one hand, we condemn people who are 
in this world who are in doping and on the other hand, there are those that encourage it. We need 
to identify those who supply doping. And also athletes who are trapped in this – they need help 
and not condemnation.  They need compassion’, he added. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OLYMPIC DAY – OLYMPIC VAUES BRING US TOGETHER – 12 June 2019 
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12 June 2019 in nineSlovenianmunicipalities 
 
Togetherwithitsmembers, theSlovenian Olympic Committee organizedactivities in 
twelvemunicipalitiesacross Slovenia tomarkthe Olympic Day celebrations, 
whichincludedtheparticipationof professional athletes. The 
eventscommemoratedthefoundationofthe IOC and wereaimed at 
encouragingindividualstotakepart in sportingactivities, and promoted Olympic and 
fairplayvalues.    
 
June is not onlythefirstsummermonth, itis also an Olympic one. This year, itstarted off with an 
Olympic hike in Maribor. The mainevent was on 12 June whenathletes, whotookpart in 
thelargestsportingcompetition in theworld, visitedprimaryschools and spentthedaywithchildren. 
  
The Slovenian Olympic Committee promotedthe Olympic spirit at twelvevenuesacross Slovenia. 
The Olympic Hour withcurrent and former professional athletes and Olympic competitors, 
whospent an activemorningwiththeschoolchildren, was all about Olympic values, 
encouragingexerciseaspartof a healthylifestyle, learning, discoveringsportsmanship, fairplay, and 
olympism. The gueststalkedaboutsport and the positive influenceithashad on theirlives, 
reminiscingabouttheir formative years.     
"I rememberhowweusedtoasktheteachersduringclasswhetherwecouldgotothebathroom, 
thenwespentthat time listeningtoSlovenianscompete on theradio." That'show Primož Kozmus 
remembershisschooldays. Little did he knowthatyears in thefuture, 
wewouldbetheonesimpatientlylisteningfornewsfromtheBird's Nest stadium in Beijing where he 
wouldgo on towin an Olympic goldmedal in 2008. Somewereinspiredtoseek a career in 
sportbythedesiretowin, othersbytheirmentors. "Myteacher Marko was 
theonewhoconvincedmetogowithhandball and not oneoftheothersports," said David Miklavčič, 
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whotookpart in the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio and laterwon a bronzemedal at 
theworldchampionship in France. 
Not all storiesfrom Olympic championsstart out withsports, however. Filip 
Flisarfirstwantedtomakeit in themusicindustry: "Myclassmate and I had a band, but after I 
forgotthelyricsduring a juniorpromperformance and thenhadmicrophonetrouble, I decidedto 
switch frommusictosport."And quitesuccessfully so.  
Olympic competitors and athletes, includingŽan Košir, MetaMačus, Rok Marguč, Jernej 
Damjan, Robert Kranjec, Primož Kobe, GašperVinčec, IzaMlakar, Miha Šimenc and 
TejaMelink, presentedschoolswith a signedcommemorativephototoremindthemofthe Olympic-
themedday. Itissuretoinspire a wholenewgenerationofathleteswho will seeithanging in 
theirschool'shallway. Who knows, wemay just end upcheeringforthem in a couple of years time.  
 
EUROPEAN UNIVERSITIES BEACH VOLLEYBALL AND WATER POLO 
CHAMPIONSHIP, Koper, 21 to 26 July 2019 – OCS-ASF PRESENTS FAIR PLAY 
AWARD 
 

 

The 12th European Universities Volleyball Championship and the 1st European 
UniversitiesWater Polo Championship wereorganizedbytheSlovenian University Sports 
Association (SUSA) and the University Sports AssociationofPrimorska (UŠZP), in 
collaborationwiththe University ofPrimorska (UP), the City ofKoper (MOK), and the Student 
Organizationofthe University ofPrimorska (ŠOUP). As such, itispartofthe European 
universitychampionshipscoveredbythe European University Sports Association (EUSA). The 
event was attendedbyaround 200 athletesfrom 24 European countries. The Fair Play 
Award was presentedby Sonja Poljšak, memberoftheSlovenian Olympic Committee's 
Executive Board, and givento an Israeli volleyballplayer, Alexander Kopzon, 
fromTechnion– Israel instituteof Technology. 
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EUROFEST – EUROPEAN HANDBALL FESTIVAL, Koper, from 2 Julyto 8 July 2019 - 
OCS-ASF PRESENTS FAIR PLAY AWARDFrom 2 to 7 July 2019, Koperhostedthe 
traditional 27th EUROFEST – EUROPEAN HANBALL FESTIVAL. Nolessthan 3,500 
athletesfrom 20 countries tookpart in theevent. Itisthelargestsportsevent in Slovenia. 
Duringtheclosingceremony, the OCS-ASF presentedits Fair Play Award. It was 
giventothefansoftheSebastjanSovič Handball School teamfromVelenje. The award was 
presentedby Sonja Poljšak, an OCS-ASF member. 

 

A VAN WITH THE WORDS "FAIR PLAY" USED BY THE WOMEN'S BOWLING 
TEAM FROM KOPER, WHICH COMPETES IN SLOVENIA'S FIRST NATIONAL 
LEAGUE. 

  

Prepared by: Slovenian Olympic Academy (Ms. Sonja Poljsak and Mr. Ales Solar) 


